
ECO RESPONSIBLE CHARTER 

"Become a part of Sustainable Development"
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Preamble

Under the Royal patronage of  His Majesty King Mohammed VI and the 
Presidency of Her Royal Highness Princess Lalla Hasnaa, President of the 
Mohammed  VI  Foundation  for  Environmental  Protection,  the  7th  World 
Environmental Education Congress (WEEC 2013) will be held at the Palais 
des Congrès in Marrakech from June 9 – 14, 2013.

The  Foundation  and  the  permanent  secretariat  of  WEEC  (Italy),  co-
organizers of the Congress set the goal of making the Moroccan session of 
the 7th World Congress on Environmental Education, a model of awareness 
and education of the young generations to protect the environment and want 
to  make  an  eco-responsible  event  that  takes  into  account  both  the 
environmental  issues  that  economic  and  social  issues  related  to  such 
gatherings.

For this purpose, the present Charter has been developed and consists of 
two parts. The first part describes the general commitments that address 
both the conference participants and citizens of the city of Marrakech.

The second part of the Charter is devoted to specific commitments of actors 
concerned, directly or indirectly, by the organization of the Congress WEEC 
(local authorities and municipalities, organizers, partners, service providers, 
exhibitors, participants, etc. ....)  in order to integrating the environmental 
dimension  in  their  behavior  to  reduce  the  impact  of  the  event  on  the 
environment and reduce greenhouse gas emissions, minimize pollution, and 
avoid wastage of natural resources.
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GENERAL OBLIGATIONS

Article 1: 

The  concept  of  an  eco-responsible  congress  reflects  the  will  of  the 
Mohammed VI  Foundation for  Environmental  Protection and its  partners 
(WEEC  Permanent  Secretariat,  organizers,  local  authorities  and 
municipalities)  to reconcile  the organization of  the congress,  dedicated to 
raising  awareness  of  environmental  issues,  and  reduce  the  ecological 
footprint of the event itself as much as possible.

Marrakech, the congress host city, is an ancient Moroccan city renowned for 
its rich cultural and historical heritage. Yet, it is also as an environmentally 
sensitive area. Different economic and social stakeholders share this city.

Everyone should therefore commit to:

 Emphasizing  the  values  and  ethics  of  living  together  during  the 
congress;

 Respecting  the  environment  that  is  hosting  the  conference  and  its 
parallel activities.

Article 2: 

To the extent  possible, organizers and participants undertake to apply the 
principles  and  recommendations  for  the  responsible  ecological  and 
development of  the WEEC 2013 Congress through concrete actions listed 
below in the form of eco-responsible commitments.

Article 3: 

The Congress offers various areas for:

 The  promotion  of  environmentally-friendly  and  eco-responsible 
projects and products;

 The  promotion of  associations,  foundations,  businesses,  and public 
and private  organizations  involved  in  environmental  protection  and 
sustainable development; and the presentation of successful advocacy 
experiences  on  environmental  protection  and  sustainable 
development;
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 The  organization  of  conferences,  roundtables  and  workshops  on 
sustainable development.

The  Mohammed  VI  Foundation  for Environmental  Protection  and  the 
organizers are committed to involving all participants, exhibitors, partners 
and the public in environmental advocacy.

As a result, all Congress stakeholders are expected to adhere to this Charter 
and to meet its commitments.

Article 4: 

Registration  for  the  2013  WEEC  constitutes  implicit  acceptance  of  this 
Charter and to comply with its provisions.

It is therefore requested  that all signatories and participants apply each of 
the relevant principles and recommendations set out in Articles 6 and 7 of 
this Charter.

Registration for the 2013 WEEC thus commits each signatory to adopting an 
eco-responsible approach during the course of the conference.

Article 5: 

WEEC  2013  participants  (participants,  exhibitors,  organizers)  commit  to 
experiencing this event in a spirit of tolerance, humanism and respect for 
ethical and moral principles.

ECO RESPONSIBLE COMMITMENTS

Article 6:

The  organizers  undertake  to  limit  the  environmental  impact  of  the 
Congress’  organization by implementing the following actions to the 
extent possible:

Communication and Information

 Raise participant awareness on the importance of respecting the eco-
responsible management measures in place;

 Minimize the use of paper (almost zero paper);
 Design double-sided documents;
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 Favor electronic  communications  (e-mail,  internet)  to  download 
registration  and  other  documents  from  the  WEEC  Congress  2013 
website: www.weec2013.org;

 Provide the  maximum  amount  of  information  online:  maps, 
registration, conference notes, signage, etc.;

 Establish an online payment by credit card or bank transfer;

 Purchasing and Food

 Take into account environmental and social criteria in the choice of 
local and regional producers and suppliers;

 Offer gifts and promotional items from handicrafts and recyclable and 
reusable materials;

 Favor local and seasonal products;
 Avoid over-packaged products (unnecessary waste);
 Assess the correct amount of food to avoid waste;
 Ensure a healthy diet 
 Avoid disposable dishware and favor reusable cups and dishes.

Transportation

 Select the Palais des Congrès, an easily accessible location by public 
transport or by foot, to avoid the individual use of a car;

 Provide  original  travel  options  such  as  biking  and  horse-drawn 
carriages for the duration of the congress;

 Ensure that shuttle times are most suitable to bring and return the 
participants  on  specific  circuit  (Palais  des  Congrès  and  hotels  or 
residences);

 Post and disseminate shuttle schedule during and after the event;
 Establish  special  shuttle  buses  on  a  circuit  linking  major  hotels, 

residences and the Palais des Congrès with displayed time schedules 
(Palais des Congrès lobby, and participating hotels and residences);

 Establish preferential pricing for congress participants who use public 
transportation;

 Encourage participants to voluntarily offset CO2 emissions related to 
their travel by plane or car by using the Foundation’s CO2 calculator 
at the link: www.fm6e.org/co2/fr2. 

Waste management

 Reduce waste at the source:
 Optimize purchases (food, dishes, equipment, etc.);

− Encourage use of recyclable, biodegradable or reusable dishware.

http://www.fm6e.org/co2/fr2
http://www.weec2013.org/
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− Develop a set of principles for reusable dishware;
− Use water dispensers instead of water bottles to reduce plastic 

waste;

 Establish a standardized system of waste sorting in the areas most 
visited consisting of 3 bins (1-Paper and paperboard,  2-Glass,  metal  
and plastic, 3 - Garbage);

 Educate  on  sorting  awareness  (posters,  speakers,  microphone 
announcements, etc.)

 Organize  and  direct  the  collection  of  biodegradable  waste  to  a 
composting stream.

Exhibition Space

 Inform exhibitors of the eco-responsible nature of the event;
 Facilitate access for people with special needs;
 Ask  exhibitors  to  limit  the  number  of  brochures  and  promotional 

items;
 Reduce, reuse and recycle packaging;
 Ensure that  any reusable  decoration or  stand is  made available  to 

schools and non-profit organizations;
 Require that all exhibitors pick up their equipment at the end of the 

event.

Article 7:

Participants commit to following:

 Respect the environment, values and local traditions.
 Save water;
 Save energy (use air conditioning only when necessary, turn off  the 

lights, unplug chargers, do not leave equipment on standby, etc.)
 Reduce waste and in particular paper and plastic bottles;
 Ensure compliance with sorting of waste;
 Reduce  the  impact  of  travel  through  voluntarily  offsetting  CO2 

emissions, at the website www.fm6e.org/co2/fr2 or at the booth on the 
voluntary carbon offsets;

 Inform  and  educate  family  and  friends  on  the  eco-responsible 
approach of the Congress.

http://www.fm6e.org/co2/fr2
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Article 8:

The  Mohammed VI Foundation for Environmental Protection and the 
organizers  will  conduct  a  carbon  footprint  calculation  of  the  2013 
WEEC  Congress,  achieve  carbon  offset  projects,  and  inform 
participants through the WEEC 2013 and Foundation websites.

For the Foundation

Target Company       S’Tours Company     Capital Events Company

Palais des Congrès and Subcontractors


